
Citizens Committee Announces New Yorker for New York Awards 2010 Honorees

Yovanka Bylander Arroyo Joins Citizens Committee as President and COO

Love Your (NYC) Block Campaign Grants Available: Deadline November 30th

On February 22nd, 2010, hundreds of New York City's arts, cultural, and 
community leaders gather to honor the work of extraordinary New Yorkers 
and thousands of block and neighborhood groups throughout the five bor-
oughs. The New Yorker for New York Awards celebrates these New Yorkers 
who are helping to make New York a safer and more beautiful place. 

Peter G. Peterson, president of the Peter G. Peterson Foundation, will 
receive the New Yorker for New York Award, Barbaralee Diamonstein-
Spielvogel, Vice Chair of the New York State Council on the Arts, will recieve 
the Schuyler and Elizabeth Chapin Award for Lifetime Contributions to the 
Arts, and Janette Sadik-Khan, Commissioner of the New York City 
Department of Transportation, will receive the Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
Award for Public Service.

The evening will also feature special remarks from honored guest Rocco 
Landesman, Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, as well as music by Peter Duchin and 
the Peter Duchin Orchestra. The New Yorker for New York Awards will be held at Gotham Hall on Broadway at 36th street with cock-
tails at 6:30. Reservations can be made on Citizens Committee’s website at citizensnyc.org/about/ny_awards, or by contacting 
Tasnim Shaheryar at the benefit office at (212) 675-9474 x 18.

Mayor Bloomberg and Citizens Committee for New York City invite volunteer-led neighbor-
hood groups to apply for block transformation grants throught the Love Your (NYC) Block 
Campaign.  Grants include a $500 cash award along with support from multiple City 
Agencies including NYC Service as well as the Departments of Transportation, Sanitation, 
and Parks.  As part of this grant, groups will be able to select from a range of available city 
services to be completed within the grant cycle.

To qualify, groups must be volunteer and resident-led, and must have a detailed and 
realistic action plan for engaging residents to carry out a physical transformation of the 
public spaces on their block.  Eligible groups includes neighborhood, tenant and block 
associations as well as community garden groups and school-based groups.

Applications are due to Citizens Committee by November 30, and can be downloaded at citizensnyc.org/grants or by contacting 
Scott Codey at 212-822-9563, scodey@citizensnyc.org or Alicia Rouault at 212-822-9558, arouault@citizensnyc.org.

Citizens Committee for New York City staff and CEO Peter Kostmayer welcomed Yovanka 
Bylander Arroyo as President and Chief Operating Officer on November 9th. Yovanka will report to 
Peter, and work with the board of directors and staff of Citizens Committee on fundraising and 
program development. “We are very excited to bring Yovanka onboard, and welcome her leader-
ship and experience as we grow and develop,” says Peter, “we’re looking forward to a great year.”

Yovanka comes to Citizens Committee with 15 years of corporate and nonprofit management 
experience. Most recently, she was Northeast Regional Director of the Hispanic Scholarship Fund. 
Yovanka has worked with distinguished corporations, such as Morgan Stanley and Fox-Pitt, Kelton, 
as a Latin American Banks Analyst, which led her to publish articles in Latin Finance magazine. 
She also worked with Thomson BankWatch as VP of Latin American Bank Research. Yovanka has 
also been a speaker and a guest lecturer at the Columbia University Graduate School of Business. 
She speaks four languages: English, Spanish, French and Portuguese. She received her B.A. in 
Business Administration from Boston University.

Group Structure Workshop O�ered at Citizens Committee on November 14th
As part of our Neighborhood Leadership Institute, Citizens Committee is offering a workshop on group structure on Saturday, 
November 14th from 11:00 -12:30 at our office at 305 Seventh Avenue, 15th Floor. The workshop will discuss strategies to keep 
people interested and involved in your group by ensuring that they have input in decision-making and selecting leadership, ways to 
develop a set of rules that spell out the group’s purpose, roles and responsibilities of members, election procedure, and process for 
making decisions.

Citizens Commitee’s workshops are free and open to the public. For more information or to RSVP, please contact 
Arif Ullah at (212) 822-9580 or aullah@citizensnyc.org.
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