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Citizens Committee Annual Gala Raises $1.3 Million
On February 4, Citizens Committee raised $1.3 million at its annual “New Yorker for New 
York Awards” Gala, celebrating extraordinary New Yorkers and volunteer groups that 
contribute to the cultural life and spirit of community service in New York City. Six New 
Yorkers were honored for their outstanding contributions to New York City’s cultural and 
philanthropic contributions, and their spirit of community service: Peter Gelb, General 
Manager of the Metropolitan Opera; Amanda M. Burden, Chair of the New York City 
Planning Commission; Karen Cohen, Founder and President of the Randall’s Island Sports 
Foundation; Jack O’ Kelley III, Principal at Katzenbach Partners; Bill Cunningham, Style 
Section photographer for The New York Times; and Karen Washington, Co-Founder, La 
Familia Verde. Founder Osborn Elliott, and Chairman Henry Cornell also spoke at the 
gala.

More than 650 attended, and the event featured a visit and speech from Mayor Bloomberg, 
as well as Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly, Fire Commissioner Nicholas Scoppetta, 

Mayor David Dinkins, and performances from Patricia Racette and Marcello Giordani from the Metropolitan Opera, as well 
as Peter Duchin and his Orchestra. For more information on the gala, contact Lois Henry lhenry@citizensnyc.org. 

Grant Applications Now Available for Neighborhood Groups
If you have a great idea for a community improvement project, apply for a grant from Citi-
zens Committee for New York City. The New Yorkers for Better Neighborhoods program is 
now accepting applications from volunteer-led community groups interested in improving 
the quality of life in communities across the five boroughs for any of three grant programs.  
These grants range from $500 to $3,000 and support a wide variety of local grassroots 
projects ranging from creating community gardens and neighborhood based farmers’ mar-
kets to organizing tenants and launching a school recycling program. 

The Citizens Committee New Yorkers for Better Neighborhoods program was created to 
give small-scale community groups the tools and support they need to improve their neigh-
borhoods.  The program works closely with local groups around the city to identify top 
community concerns, and tailors grant making, training and technical assistance to best fit 
a neighborhood’s needs.

Applications are due March 14 for the spring grants. In addition to the grants, Citizens 
Committee for New York City offers one-on-one project implementation assistance, skills-

building workshops, leadership trainings and an equipment loan library. For an application and more information, visit 
www.citizensnyc.org, or contact  Arif Ullah or Lixian Hantover at (212) 989-0909 or grants@citizensnyc.org.

Resident-Led Coalition Kicks O� in Staten Island
Citizens Committee’s Community Organizing program is off to a great start in Park Hill, Staten Island. On March 1, a core 
group of 15 enthusiastic, committed community members held their first meeting to develop a blueprint for Park Hill’s future. 
The core group is the start of a two-year effort by Citizens Committee to provide seed money, training, and support for 
resident-led efforts to improve quality of life in Park Hill. The 15 members live in Park Hill or Stapleton, represent the 
diversity of the neighborhood, and range in age from 18 to 70.
 
Over the next several months, the group will work with Citizens Committee to create a community plan, which they will then 
present to other community members, local elected officials, and local press in a town hall forum. Similar work is also under-
way in Crown Heights and The Rockaways. For more information, contact Richard Brouillette rbro@citizensnyc.org.
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Application Deadline: March 14, 2008
We are looking for creative ideas for community beautifi cation projects. If you 
have one, enter the Mollie Parnis Dress Up Your Neighborhood contest! 

Through the Dress Up Your Neighborhood Contest, Citizens Committee 
offers $1,000 awards to 12 grassroots community groups in economically 
under-resourced neighborhoods to work on beautifi cation projects that bring 
neighbors together. The winning group gets an additional $3,000 to use 
toward another community building project. 

Citizens Committee for New York City believes that people can make 
important change happen on their streets and in their communities by 
working together. We support local grassroots groups across the city in their 
efforts to build stronger communities. We offer small grants, one-on-one 
project implementation assistance, skills-building workshops, leadership 
trainings, a resource center and an equipment loan library. We also bring 
together local groups to share ideas, experiences, and expertise. 

MOLLIE PARNIS 
DRESS UP YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONTEST APPLICATION

*Our new website is now up! Take a look: www.citizensnyc.org.


